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LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

To learn and practice how to do comparative studies in and on literature

To become familiar with the various cultures, nations, and literatures between 1900 and 2021
To analyze the world literature within cultural and political context of this time period
To explore the residual evolution and development of literary writings in the world and in Iran
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“Identity Card” (Mahmoud Darwish, Palestine) PRI
“Solitary Confinement” and “Fragrant Hands”
(Faiz Ahmad Faiz, Pakistan)
“The Silenced” (Nadia Anjuman, Afghanistan)
“Some Advice to Those Who Will Serve Time in
Prison” (Nazim Hikmet, Turkey)
“I’m in Prison this Fall” (Mahdi Akhavan Sales,
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v ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY

v This class requires regular AND punctual attendance. You may miss up to TWO sessions;
after the second one, you will automatically fail. Every two late arrivals will be equivalent to
one unexcused absence. To receive an excused absence, you must present written
documentation of the medical/academic event when you return to class. Students with closely
scheduled classes must notify the instructor if they anticipate being late. Students will arrive
having completed all readings and assignments. Students will be evaluated on preparation and
participation in discussions, group assignments, and other in-class exercises.
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v' CLASS PRESENTATION ;A "

v Each student will present on a subject assigned by the instructor of the course. The
presentations should either include PowerPoint slides or handouts. Students must include a work
cited page for this assignment. Please make sure of the credibility of your sources. Books and
articles are prioritized. The use of uncreditable online sources like Wikipedia, Sparknotes, and
Cliffsnotes are highly discouraged at this level.
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v FINAL EXAM

v You will be given 2 questions. You will choose one of them and will write a 1000-word essay in
class for it on the exam date.
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v GRADING:
v This is a points-based course. Your grade will be based on the points you earn on
assignments. The points break down as follows:
v
v Class Participation. ... ......coceeererrrieeeniniseeenessis e 10 pts
v Presentation...............oooiiiiiiiiiei 5 pts
v Final EXam ........oooooiiiiiiiii 5 pts
Vo TOAL o 20pts
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RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

Not many particular books are assigned as a primary sourcebook. For each session, students are
expected to acquire the materials (books, play scripts, articles, etc.) from the accessible sources and
have them read. Yet, student must have read the following articles, treatises and books by now at this
level:

The Birth of Tragedy by Friedrich Nietzsche

Naturalism in the Theatre by Emile Zola

The Theatre of the Absurd by Martin Esslin

“Postmodernism and Consumer Society” by Fredric Jameson
“Theatre for Pleasure of Theatre for Instruction” Bertolt Brecht

The Theatre and Its Double and “No More Masterpieces” by Antonin Artaud
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Modern Drama and the Rhetoric of Theater by W. B. Worthen
“Tragedy and the Common Man” by Arthur Miller

“Two Superdramas” by Yvon Goll

“Plays” by Gertrude Stein

Dada Manifesto by Tristran Tzara

First Surrealist Manifesto by Andrea Breton

“On Stage Composition” by Wassily Kandisky
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